
WTA Algorithm for the Diagnosis and Management of Traumatic Diaphragm Injury

Trauma with 
Potential for 

Diaphragm Injury

Indications for 
Emergency Surgery?

Surgical 
Exploration

A

B C
Yes

Intraoperative 
Diaphragm 

Evaluation for 
Injury

D

No

E
Blunt Trauma Penetrating Trauma

Reduce Contents 
and Repair 
Diaphragm

Stop Algorithm

Pos Neg No

CT Scan Suspicious 
for Diaphragm Injury?

Yes

Associated 
High Grade 
Liver Injury 

and/or Anterior 
Location?

Right-Sided Left-Sided

Stop Algorithm

Diagnostic 
Laparoscopy and 

Repair

CT Scan

CT Scan Suspicious 
for Diaphragm Injury?

CT Scan

No

Yes

Incarcerated 
contents?

Consider 
Repair

No
No

Yes

Yes

Surgical 
Exploration

CT Scan

CT Scan Suspicious 
for Diaphragm Injury? Yes

No

Or


	Diaphragm Schellenberg WTA 2024 Draft V2
	Page 1


